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PEEC 
INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS PEEC?
PEEC stands for Positive Education Enhanced Curriculum. It is a curriculum designed to support teachers, 
adding value to their expertise and experience in delivering Positive Education.

PEEC does not replace the implicit Positive Education that occurs daily through pastoral care, coaching, 
teaching, and every interaction between teachers and students. Instead, it is an explicit curriculum 
strategically implemented during scheduled lessons.

We understand that every classroom is unique. The relationship and rapport a teacher builds with their 
students are the most effective Positive Education tools available. Therefore, it is crucial to customise 
these lessons to meet the specific needs of your students. Our lessons are not scripted and do not include 
suggested times. They are thoroughly researched, but the personal stories and the safe environment a 
teacher creates are of paramount importance.

WHY PEEC?
With 26% of young people in Australia experiencing mental health issues, there is a clear need for 
preventative measures that empower and equip students to handle the increasing complexity of the 
modern world. Our educational institutions are already doing excellent work to support our young people. 
However, the time has come to streamline, consolidate, and enhance our educational approaches. Given 
the growing pressures on teachers, robust, research- and evidence-based support is essential, and PEEC 
provides this support.

PEEC addresses the 
‘Teach’ component 
of the GGS Positive 
Education model.
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DEVELOPMENTAL SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Our Developmental Scope and Sequence* offers a ‘big picture’ perspective to help contextualise learning. 
This document has been developed in collaboration with teachers and developmental psychologists, and is 
based on developmental research. It also aligns with the IB, EYLF, SELS, and ACARA.

STRUCTURE
The six domains of this curriculum are defined by the GGS Positive Education model. Under each domain 
are four Enrichment Modules, and the lessons are organised within these modules. While the lessons are 
designed to be discrete and can be delivered as standalone sessions, we have also created a suggested 
practical sequence* for implementing the lessons.

Structure of PEEC

Module Module

Lesson Lesson Lesson Lesson

Domain

DOMAINS AND ENRICHMENT MODULES

The following table depicts the structure of the Domains and Enrichment Modules within PEEC. The sample 
lesson provided fits within the highlighted box below.

POSITIVE 
RELATIONSHIPS

POSITIVE 
EMOTIONS

POSITIVE 
HEALTH

POSITIVE 
ENGAGEMENT

POSITIVE 
ACCOMPLISHMENT

POSITIVE 
PURPOSE

Empathy and 
Compassion

Emotional 
Intelligence

Mind-Body 
Connection

Creativity Decision Making Caregiving

Forgiveness Gratitude Physical Wellbeing Curiosity and Interest Goal Orientation
Character 

Development

Leadership and 
Teamwork

Positivity Self-Knowledge Flow Grit and Persistence Core Values

Kindness and 
Connections

Self-Control Resilience Motivation Mindsets Sense of Meaning

*available as part of the full version of our curriculum
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INCLUSIONS IN PEEC

PEEC memberships include a range of resources, such as:

•	 A research-based developmental scope and sequence for Positive Education.

•	 Approximately 300 lessons for Early Learning (4 years) through Year 12 (18 years).

•	 ‘Boost-It’ options that extend the content to over 500 lessons.

•	 Graphic organisers, worksheets and scaffolds.

•	 A glossary of research-based teaching tools founded on High Impact Teaching Strategies.

•	 Lists of picture books for each topic.

•	 Research summaries for every topic.

•	 Curriculum mapping for EYLF, ACARA, PYP, MYP, IB, and SEL.

PEEC RESOURCES

Membership in the PEEC Community also grants access to various free supplementary and 
complementary materials, including:

•	 A series of short professional learning videos about PEEC.

•	 Animated ‘Brain Break’ and ‘Mindful Moment’ videos.

•	 Excerpts for your school newsletters for every PEEC Enrichment Module (topic).

•	 Posters and games to aid the use of yoga in the classroom.

•	 Research summaries on Positive Education.

•	 ‘PEEC Story Time’ videos featuring some of our favourite picture books*.

•	 Printable mindful colouring pages.

* Only available during the COVID-19 pandemic, due to copyright restrictions.

FURTHER INFORMATION
If you would like a closer look at the PEEC website, please visit: teachpeec.com.

In case you have not already come across this, the follow link will take you to an overview of PEEC. Our 
FAQs page may also be of assistance. The cost associated with the curriculum can be found here.

NEXT STEPS
If your school is ready to purchase your first annual PEEC licence, please click on this link.

For further information, please contact: institutecurriculum@ggs.vic.edu.au.

https://www.teachpeec.com/about/
https://www.teachpeec.com/about/faqs/
https://www.teachpeec.com/pricing/
https://teachpeec.com/pricing/
https://teachpeec.com/about/apply/
mailto:institutecurriculum%40ggs.vic.edu.au?subject=PEEC%20Enquiry


LESSON PLAN 
INFORMATION
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PEEC ICONS

EXPLANATION
You will notice the PEEC lesson plans include the following icons. They are designed to support teachers’ 
preparation. The icons indicate that some specific equipment may be required and provide a visual gauge 
of the variety of activity types that appear in each lesson.

ICONS AND DESCRIPTION

Collaboration

An activity that requires students to work in pairs or a small group.

Reading

There is reading to be done by the students (or to the students by the teacher for younger 
year levels).

Writing

Students are required to write or draw as a part of their engagement in this activity.

Technology

Technology, such as a tablet, computer or laptop, is required for this activity.

Music

Equipment is needed in order to play a song to the class.

Questioning

Open-ended questions that could be asked of the students.
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ANNOTATED 
LESSON PLAN

Name of enrichment module

Item from the glossary of 
teaching tools (see Appendix)

Lesson title

Opportunities to enhance, 
extend or build on lesson 

content.

From the developmental 
scope and sequence

For communication to 
students during the 

introduction

Opportunities for 
formative or summative 

assessment

Equipment needed 
for the lesson

Choose a Mindful 
Moment and a Brain 

Break from the books and 
write the titles here

The ‘why’ of the lesson; 
provides interest and 

motivation for the 
students. Contextualise 

the lesson, and explain it’s 
purpose and benefits.

Icon (see icon 
explanation page)

Information designed to 
enhance the delivery of 

the lesson

Measures of quality used 
to help determine whether 

students are meeting the 
learning intentions

Review learning intentions 
to help synthesise 

and summarise new 
knowledge and skills
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‘Happiness, not money or prestige, 
should be regarded as the 

ultimate currency - the currency 
by which we take measure of our 

lives.’
– TAL BEN-SHAHAR
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TEACHING 
AND LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES
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GRATITUDE

‘Piglet noticed that even though 
he had a very small heart, it 

could hold a rather large amount 
of gratitude.’

– A.A. MILNE
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DEVELOPMENTAL OUTCOME

	→ Identifies opportunities for gratitude in their own life and expresses an appreciation for nature

LEARNING INTENTION

	→ Express gratitude for different experiences

ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES

	→ Students’ contributions during circle time 	→ ‘Grateful Kid’ statements

RESOURCES

	→ Audiovisual equipment
	→ Coloured paddle pop sticks
	→ ‘Grateful Game’ chart (provided)

	→ Paper
	→ Pencils/crayons

MINDFUL MOMENT                                                                                         BRAIN BREAK

STRATEGIES AND QUESTIONS

Optional: Play ‘Thanksgiving Song-I’m Thankful For What I’ve Got’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PI0AkJ8PCL4 (2:53) as 
students enter the room, or use it as a lesson transition.

INTRODUCTION – WHERE THE LESSON IS GOING AND WHAT IS EXPECTED?

Big questions: What are we learning about? Why?

Introduce the learning intention and contextualise the lesson for your class.

ACTIVITY 1 – GRATEFUL KIDS

Discuss the meaning of thankfulness and gratitude, to ensure students have a clear understanding of these terms. Play ‘I am Grateful 
kid video’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yuQXUn3MEg (0:50). Explain to students that they will be able to record what they’re 
grateful for during this lesson.

Questions could include: What are you grateful for? Why are you grateful for that? How could your life be different without that thing/
person/concept?

Success criteria: Watch and listen carefully, take turns, listen to others

ACTIVITY 2 – CIRCLE TIME GRATITUDE

Explain and model the ‘Grateful Game’, using the provided sheet. Students sit in a circle with a pile of coloured paddle pop sticks in the 
centre. They then take turns to select one of the paddle pop sticks and share something for which they are grateful. Students may then 
keep the paddle pop stick as a symbol of the many things they have to be grateful for. 

Success criteria: Take turns, listen to others

ACTIVITY 3 – WWW DRAWINGS

Explain the concept of ‘What Went Well’ – that it is a reflective activity used to highlight past positive experiences. Students are to select 
something from today that went well, whether it is at home or school, in the classroom or the playground. They then draw this event and, 
after a given amount of time, share their WWW with a partner. During this time, you could film students’ ‘Grateful Kid’ statements.

You might like to play some appropriate music quietly in the background, while students are working. E.g. ‘Thankful’ by Josh Groban.

Success criteria: Select a past positive event, work quietly and independently

REFLECTION – RETHINKING AND REVISING

Big Ideas: What have I learnt about being grateful?

See above for the filming of students’ ‘Grateful Kid’ statements.

Success criteria: Take turns, listen to others

WWW
Phase: 1 (Age: 5 years old)

Domain: Positive Emotions 
Module: Gratitude

BOOST IT!
Students use 
magazines to 
create a class 

‘gratitude     
collage’.

GRATEFUL GAME

NAME A PERSON YOU ARE GRATEFUL FOR

NAME A PLACE YOU ARE GRATEFUL FOR

NAME A FOOD YOU ARE GRATEFUL FOR

NAME A THING YOU ARE GRATEFUL FOR

NAME AN ACTIVITY YOU ARE GRATEFUL FOR



APPENDIX
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GLOSSARY OF  
TEACHING TOOLS
Below is a sample of the research-based teaching tools included in our full glossary. 

We would like to acknowledge and thank Ritchhart and Perkins (2008) for inspiring some of the teaching tools listed below. 
Ritchhart, R. & Perkins, D. (2008). Making Thinking Visible, 65(5), Educational Leadership, 57-61.

Items denoted with an asterisk (*) have an accompanying worksheet in the full version of our curriculum that can be used 
as a helpful scaffold.

Brainstorming: Teachers begin by introducing a topic, theme question or problem. Students then take turns to offer 
relevant answers and ideas, which are written so that everyone can see them. After brainstorming, students then typically 
engage in a discussion regarding the different contributions. Note: it is important that ideas are received without criticism.

Connect, Extend, Challenge: This helps students connect new information with their prior knowledge, by answering three 
questions. How are these concepts connected to what you already know? What new ideas extended your thinking in new 
directions? What ideas do you still find confusing or challenging – what questions do you now have?

Die Dialogue: The teacher writes and numbers six questions. Students form small groups and take turns to roll the die. The 
student answers the question corresponding to the number rolled. One member of the group might then ask a question 
based on the first student’s answer. Another member could then ask a question based on their secondary response.

I used to think…but now I think: This reflection activity helps students to reflect on and express how their thinking has 
changed as a result of a lesson. Students write a sentence starting with ‘I used to think’ that expresses their previous 
opinion. They then begin a second phrase starting with ‘but now I think’ in order to outline their current, changed thinking.

Self-Assessment: A tool by which students self-evaluate their understanding of the learning intentions and success 
criteria. They demonstrate an ability to judge both what they have learnt and what they still need to learn.

Think, Pair, Share: Allows students time to think, to collaborate and an opportunity to share their response with the class. 
The teacher gives the students a topic, question, quote or other stimulus, provides time for individual thinking time, prompts 
students to form pairs and discuss their ideas, then asks pairs to share their ideas with the class.

Top 5*: Similar to ‘Connect 4’, students write their ‘top 5’ responses to a given question. They then pair up with another 
student and use their two lists to write a combined, agreed-upon ‘top 5.’ Pairs then form groups of four and repeat the 
process. Groups of four share their responses with the class and the class uses the collected responses to form a class ‘top 
5’.

What makes you say that?: By asking students this question, students are prompted to analyse and justify their opinions 
and responses. This can be used as part of group or individual discussion.

WWW: This reflection activity stands for ‘What Went Well.’ Students are encouraged to identify, reflect on and describe a 
successful or positive moment.



SUPPLEMENTARY 
RESOURCES



Centred
Accepting
Loving
Mindful

TOP TIPS
• Use the illustrations and descriptions below as a guide.

• Don’t worry about practising perfectly aligned poses.

• Focus on using movement to invite a sense of calm.

• Make sure there is enough space to practise the poses without 
anyone bumping heads or stubbing toes.

• Ensure children are safe with their bodies. For example, they 
shouldn’t be trying to wrap themselves into a pretzel or doing 
deep back bends. 

• Ask children to focus on gentle movement that feels comfortable. 

Tree Pose – Vrksanana

Stand on your right leg. Bend your left leg. Place 
the sole of your foot on the opposite inner thigh 

or calf, (not on your knee), and balance. Keep 
your gaze fixed on something in front of you to 

help keep your balance. Pretend to be a tree with 
strong roots that go deep into the ground. Hold 

this for 1 minute. Switch sides and repeat. 

Crescent Lunge – Anjaneyasana

Step your left foot forward. Bend the left knee 
to 90 degrees, stacking the left knee over the 
left foot. Keep your right leg strong. Make sure 

your feet are hip-width apart to help you balance. 
Sweep your arms out to the side until they are 
above your head with palms facing each other. 

Bring your shoulder blades down. Breathe deeply. 
Hold this for 1 minute. Switch sides and repeat. 

Melting Heart – Anahatasana

Place your hands and knees on the ground. Reach 
your hands forward and melt your chest toward 
the ground. Keep your hips stacked above your 
knees. Gently rest your forehead on the ground. 
Observe any feelings that you have. Think about 
3 things that you love, such as a family member, 

friend or a pet. Hold this pose for 3 minutes. 

Easy Pose – Sukhasana

Sit comfortably in a cross-legged position, 
resting your hands on your knees or bringing 

them to your heart centre. Notice any 
sensations in your body. Take 3 or 4 deep belly 
breaths, breathing in and out through the nose. 

Hold this pose for 1 minute.

RESOURCES

OVERVIEW
We are continually expanding our range of supplementary and complementary resources. These resources 
are available to schools who purchase access to our Positive Education Enhanced Curriculum (PEEC). 

MINDFULNESS
Please click on the image below to view the animation on YouTube. We hope you and your students enjoy 
this Mindful Moment animation featuring Institute favourite ‘Nic the Stick’.

PEEC AT HOME: WRITE A LETTER TO THE ELDERLY
Our PEEC at Home resources are designed to strengthen home-school connections, and to enhance 
parents’ and guardians’ awareness and understanding of Positive Education.

Teachers might like to use these resources as:
•	 optional homework activities,
•	 part of an ongoing student project, or
•	 activities to enhance their own family’s wellbeing.

This ‘PEEC at Home’ activity teaches students to express care and kindness by writing to an older person 
living in an aged care facility.

YOGA POSTER
Our downloadable yoga posters are designed for you to print and display in your classroom. Each poster 
includes some top tips for practising yoga with your class, as well as a description of each pose and 
suggested timings.

https://youtu.be/sF2jHewPc-4


Top Tips for Writing Letters

• Start with ‘Dear Resident’ as you don’t know who you’re writing to yet.

• You might like to tell them a few things about yourself, such as: 
- your age, 
- favourite colour, 
- favourite subject at school, 
- sports you like to play, 
- whether you play any instruments, or 
- a song you like to sing.

• Write your favourite joke to give them a laugh.

• Ask them some questions, such as their: 
- favourite memory, and 
- what hobbies they enjoy.

• Finish your letter with ‘From’, ‘Kind regards’ or ‘Yours sincerely’ and then your first name.

• You could draw a picture for them at the bottom of your letter.

• Ask your mum, dad or carers first before including your address on an envelope with a 
stamp on it so the other person can write back to you if they want to.

Remember: It’s ok if they don’t write back. It’s still nice to know that you’ve made 
someone’s day happier!

INFORMATION FOR THE GROWN UPS

Research has scientifically proven the adage that ‘it’s better to give than to receive.’

The benefits of expressing care and kindness are varied and far-reaching. Kindness promotes empathy and 
compassion, which in turn leads to a sense of interconnectedness with others. Kindness can also enhance the will to 
live in depressed individuals who feel isolated and different.

Food for Thought: When we care for others, we care for ourselves.

Human suffering often inspires beautiful acts of compassion by people wishing to help relieve that suffering. Positive 
Education includes this notion, but also explores the idea of caring for all people all the time, not just in times of need.

PRIMARY, PHASES 1-4

PEEC at Home
Did you know you can brighten someone’s day by writing them a letter?

Sometimes, older people don’t live with anyone else or they might not get any visitors. 
This can lead to them feeling lonely or sad.

Writing to an older person helps them to feel like they’re not alone and that someone cares 
about them. 

Try writing a letter to someone living in an aged care facility. This could really make their day!

Start by finding a local aged care facility and asking your parents or carers if you can give 
them a call to see if they have an address you can use in order to post someone a letter.
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TOP TIPS
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• Make sure there is enough space to practise the poses without 
anyone bumping heads or stubbing toes.

• Ensure children are safe with their bodies. For example, they 
shouldn’t be trying to wrap themselves into a pretzel or doing 
deep back bends. 
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Stand on your right leg. Bend your left leg. Place 
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them to your heart centre. Notice any 
sensations in your body. Take 3 or 4 deep belly 
breaths, breathing in and out through the nose. 

Hold this pose for 1 minute.
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COMPLEMENTARY 
RESOURCES



Need a Brain Break?

Brain Breaks
These booklets are a helpful Positive Education resource for any teacher wanting to start orexpand their 
Positive Education classroom supplies and resources.

They are not a specific programme, but rather a starting point for thinking about how to integrate 
physical movement into classrooms and educational environments.

The activities are a creative, fun and easy way to break up a lesson and allow students and teachers to 
build a connection whilst improving happiness and gratitude as well as refreshing their brain to optimise 
for learning.

For Brain Breaks resources and other Positive Education materials, head to 
the Institute of Positive Education’s online shop.



Want to explore 
character strengths?

Character Strengths Posters (A3)
Keep the character strengths at the forefront of your 
students’ minds with these colourful and engaging 
displays. The posters for each of the six virtues and 
24 character strengths have their own unique figure 
that depicts the essence of this strength, as well as 
a student-friendly definition. You could hang all 30 A3 
posters along the walls of your classroom or use one at 
the front of the room to highlight a specific strength. 

Sold in sets of 30 posters, this resource is sure to 
capture the imagination of your students and provide 
inspiration when exploring the concept of character 
strengths.

Cultivating Character Strengths Pocketbook
A useful resource for individual interventions, small 
group or classroom activities, this research-based 
pocketbook provides engaging, hands-on ways to 
improve wellbeing.

This book contains:
•	 student-friendly strengths definitions
•	 illustrations for every character strength and virtue
•	 suggested books, movies and examples for every 

strength
•	 inspiring quotes for every virtue

This pocketbook also includes a range of activities for 
each of the 24 character strengths that are designed 
to help children and adults of all ages to cultivate these 
strengths.

For additional character strengths resources, visit the 
Institute of Positive Education’s online shop.



Have you seen our new 
digital resources?

Character Strengths Cards
Research shows that activating your strengths in 
new and different ways can enhance wellbeing. This 
resource provides hundreds of suggested ways in 
which to use your strengths every day.

The activities could be carried out as whole-class, 
small-group or individual exercises. For example, you 
could ask students to:

•	 pick an activity from a reduced list of age-
appropriate options,

•	 select any of the activities based on their character 
strengths profile, or

•	 choose any of the activities for a given character 
strength.

Grow your Character Strengths Board Game
Designed for ages 10-14, this board game encourages 
students to explore definitions, examples and scenarios 
involving all 24 Character Strengths, in order to help 
further their understanding of these concepts.
 
The vibrant design featuring Institute favourite ‘Nic 
the Stick’ is fully downloadable and printable. You could 
even print it on cardboard and laminate the game 
pieces, using them for years to come.
 
This game aligns with our Phase 4 PEEC ‘Character 
Development’ lessons, but is also designed be used as a 
stand-alone resource.

For more downloadable Positive Education materials, 
head to the Institute of Positive Education’s online shop.



NEW PEEC
Student Wellbeing Diaries

PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE  
EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  
EENNHHAANNCCEEDD  
CCUURRRRIICCUULLUUMM  

Diaries 
available for 
Years 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11 and 12.

www.peecdiary.com

Diaries 
available for 

all year levels 
Foundation-

Year 12. 

Teacher diaries 
available with 
purchase of 

student diaries. 

Fully customisable
for your school!

http://peecdiary.com


teachpeec.com
www.instituteofpositiveeducation.com


